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Refugees and 
Immigrants 

By Abdella Abdella

Northwest Fair Housing Alliance 

US Immigrant and Refugee Populations 

 Pew Research(2018)

 The U.S. foreign-born population 43.7 million in 2016.

 13.5% of the U.S. population.

Top Countries

Mexico

China

Philippines

El Salvador

India
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Refugees

 Since the creation of the federal Refugee Resettlement Program in 1980, about 3 
million refugees have been resettled in the U.S – more than any other country

 In fiscal 2017, a total of 53,716 refugees were resettled in the U.S. 

Top Countries

Democratic 
Republic of Congo 

Iraq

Syria

Somalia

Burma (Myanmar)

Religion

43% Muslim

47% Christian

10% Other 

Immigrants: 
Immigrants are people who choose to resettle to another country.

The United States has a legal process for that immigrant to seek legal residency and 
eventually citizenship.

*Sometimes, immigrants are also leaving dangerous situations. 

Refugees:
Refugees are people who have been forced to flee their home countries.

As such, refugees can apply for asylum in the United States, a process that could take 
years. Getting refugee status isn't easy.

The applicants have to prove that if they return to their home country, they'll be injured 
because other race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or their 
political opinion.
https://www.cnn.com/2014/07/15/us/immigrant-refugee-definition/index.html

Refugees & Immigrants
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Refugees and Immigrants

The U.S. Department of State had approved 3,800 refugees to arrive in Washington state 
in 2017. 
https://www.kuow.org/stories/how-many-refugees-are-temporarily-banned-wa-state

Spokane
The 10,000th refugee was welcomed to Spokane in, 2017. 

http://spokanecares.org/immigrants-refugees-spokane.php

Washington
In 2015,   14 % of the state population was immigrants (foreign-born individuals)

Refugees & Immigrants In ID

In 2015, 6% foreign-born individuals

 More than half were women and children

Top Countries in 
Idaho  (R) 

Top Countries 
Population (I)

African: 
Congo and 
Somalia
Swahili, 
Kinyarwanda, 
Somali, French
Middle eastern: 
Arabic            
Russian/Uzbeki:  
Russian

Mexico (53.2 
Canada (4.5 
Philippines (4.3 
China (3.6 
Kuwait (2.7
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Does the Fair Housing Act Apply to Refugees & 
Immigrants? 
 Yes. Absolutely 

 National Origin ( ancestries countries & accents)

 Also, fit other protected classes (sex, race, familial status, etc)  

Eliminate housing discrimination and to ensure equal housing opportunity 
for the people of Washington State through education, counseling and 
advocacy

What Does NWFHA Do?

Federal WA State

 Race.
 Color.
 Religion.
 Sex.
 Handicap.
 Familial Status.
 National Origin

 Sexual orientation/Gender 
identity

 Military Status
 Marital Status 
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WHAT IS NATIONAL ORIGIN

 “Laws prohibit national origin discrimination make it illegal to discriminate 
because of a person’s birthplace, ancestry, culture or language. This means 
people cannot be denied equal opportunity because they or their family are 
from another country, because they have a name or accent associated with a 
national origin group, because they participate in certain customs associated 
with a national origin group, or because they are married to or associate with 
people of a certain national origin.” 

What Services Does NWFHA 
Provide?

 Education & Advocacy

 Translated materials in different languages (8)

 Communication &Language Services

 And assist with referral services 
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Landlord/Tenant Language Barriers Other

 Housing with serious 
infestations and being 
blamed for them

 Failure to return security 
deposits

 large damage claims
 Credit scores and rental 

histories
 Social Security No. 

(FH Issue if treatment is different, i.e, not 
blaming native born American for bed bugs 

but the refugee family, etc)

 Lack of knowledge about 
other housing options, 
affordable housing, housing                     
programs, housing vouchers

 Failure to interpret 
contract/lease terms

 Failure to translate in 
federally assisted housing 

(FH –R/I cannot be steered to an area with 
people like them, or shouldn’t be forced to sign 
contacts with understanding them; should have 
contracts translated but sometimes literacy 

issues get in the way)

 Lack of affordability
 Policies (used to bar large 

families, certain religions, & 
certain NOs)

 Housed in low-economic 
opportunity areas—with 
crime, pollution, 
infestations, lack of 
transportation, etc.

(FH steering, and other ones are systemic issues 
that impact R/I) 

Barriers &Fair Housing Issues

Tips for Housing Providers

Landlord Tenant Situations Language Barriers Other 

Be fair; be consistent to all tenants 

Don’t make assumptions or false 
accusations 

Treat R/I populations like all tenants 

Provide documentation of errors; 
speaking about issues may leave room 
for confusion

Require Soc. Sec No of all Tenants and 
not just people from different 
countries.  However, be flexible – can 
take bank statements,  copy of 
Passport, visas (Some refugees or 
international students may not have a 
Social Security no.)

Federally Subsidized – required to 
provide translation or documents in 
other languages 

Private Small LL: not required to 
provide translation but due to 
technology – have Google translate, can 
ask tenants to get a translator /provide 
things in writing in English so tenants 
can seek help 

Provide information in their languages if 
you have the resources

Refer to a helper (a friend, ESL teacher, 
community member for faith 
connections, etc)

Steering is not okay- showing R/I 
populations multiple housing choices is 
suggested 

Don’t assume R/I want to live in 
neighborhoods where they may have 
faith connections (Churches, mosques, 
etc)

Systemic issues- discuss things you 
notice or are concerned about with fair 
housing agencies, participate in local 
meetings that are for zoning or policy 
making, contact your local city officials, 
politicians 
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Tenant –on-Tenant Harassment 
Hate Crimes Solutions 

Increased 17% since 2016 (NY Times, 
2018) 

2017 – 7,100 hate crimes in the US 

May target R/I because of national origin 
or religion

Neighbors could use hateful language:
Examples:  
• Go back to your country
• Don’t need any terrorists
• Build the wall 
• “N” word
• Any hate language for any faith 

• have a tenant on tenant harassment
policy /issue 10 day notice 

• Not sure who did it, send general 
notice as a reminder (proactive)

• Have safe inclusive posters 
(proactive)  

It is the policy of ABC Apartments that 
harassment or intimidation of a tenant, 
staff person, or guest because of the 
person’s race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, disability, familial status, 
marital status, sexual orientation, 
veteran status will not be tolerated and 
could be grounds for termination of 
tenancy. 

Thanks For Your Attention.
Any Questions?


